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1. Introduction

Congratulations on the purchase of your WI-CONNECT Wireless Adaptor/Antenna. This unit is designed for quick and
simple DIY installation on a yacht or power boat. The mounting brackets and suction pads are NOT designed for safe
fixing of the antenna whilst a vessel is moving or for extended exposure to the extreme environmental conditions found at
sea. It is strongly recommended that your Wireless antenna is removed and placed inside the vessel when in motion or
not in use.

Before operating the unit you should familiarise yourself with the complete user manual supplied with the
product.

2. Before you start

The WI-CONNECT comes complete with a MEMORY STICK that includes all necessary drivers for the following
operating systems;

e Microsoft Windows XP®, Windows Vista® and Windows 7°
e Apple Mac OS X 10.4, 10.5, 10.6, 10.7 and 10.8

® Do not plug in the WI-CONNECT to the USB port of your computer until you have inserted the driver
MEMORY STICK.

3. Mounting the WI-CONNECT Antenna

The WI-CONNECT should be mounted outside, with the best possible line of sight of the wireless hotspot antenna that
you wish to connect to. There are two methods of mounting the WI-CONNECT using the kit of parts included in the box;

e Sucker Cup Mount
e Pole Mount

@ Neither of these two mounting methods should be used when the vessel is in motion.

Sucker Cup Mounting

The most common mounting method is to use the four sucker cups
to temporarily stick the WI-CONNECT to the outside of the boat.

First, feed the USB cable through the two aluminium tube clips and then
place one tube clip at the bottom of the WI-CONNECT tube body and one
tube clip towards the top of the tube body just touching the pan head screw
— see photo. Secure the clips by gently tightening the fixing bolts — do not
over-tighten

Insert and secure a sucker cup in each of the four holes in the aluminium
tube clips, using the supplied clear plastic thumb nuts.

After first ensuring that the surface of the GRP where you wish

to mount the WI-CONNECT is clean, lightly moisten each sucker cup and
then gently push the antenna on to the boat’s side until the sucker

cups are flat.

This method of mounting is ideal for yachts and power boats and

the WI-CONNECT can stay mounted in this manner for many days. Removal
is quick and simple by gently inserting a finger nail under each sucker cup
and levering them off one by one.
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Pole Mounting

For a more permanent mounting arrangement or when you need to use a pole to get more height, it is possible to mount
the WI-CONNECT using the U bolts, nuts and washers supplied.

The diagram below shows the three steps to mounting the WI-CONNECT on a suitable pole (up to 50mm in diameter).
Please note that the mounting pole is not supplied.
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4. Installing the WI-CONNECT on Windows

The WI-CONNECT is supplied with Windows compatible drivers that allow it to be used as a second Wireless Network
Adaptor on your laptop. You can either; install the drivers and use the normal Windows Wireless Connection function to
scan, select and connect to a wireless hotspot or you can use the free Realtek Wireless Lan Utility software which is also

supplied on the Memory Stick.

It is very important that you do not plug the WI-CONNECT in to a USB port on your computer unless you have the WI-
CONNECT Drivers Memory Stick inserted in your PC. By plugging in the WI-CONNECT you will initiate the Windows
“Found New Hardware Wizard” which will not be able to complete correctly without the Drivers on the Memory Stick being
present. The installation process varies depending upon which Operating System your computer has, so please ensure

that you follow the correct procedure.

Installation for Windows Vista and Windows 7 (On-Line)

By far the easiest method of installation, if your PC is running
Windows Vista or Windows 7, is to connect the PC to the internet, as
you would normally do, using the internal wireless adaptor and then
plug the WI-CONNECT in to a spare USB port on the laptop.

Windows will detect the new hardware and display the message
shown in Figure 1. It will then automatically search the on-line
Windows Update server for the correct drivers. Depending upon the
speed of your PC and internet connection this should take between 20
seconds and a couple of minutes to complete.

You can click on the message and the Window in Figure 2 will be
displayed giving you the status of the driver installation.

After the correct driver has been found, downloaded and installed the
Window in Figure 3 should be displayed. The drivers are now installed
correctly and you are ready to use the WI-CONNECT to find and
connect to a wireless hotspot. Proceed to the “Operating WI-
CONNECT on Windows Vista and Windows 7” section.
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Installation for Windows XP, Vista and Windows 7 (Off-Line)

If you cannot connect to the internet, you can
install the drivers from the supplied Digital
Yacht Memory Stick.

Favorite Links
| Magic Briefcase
IE Documents

Insert the Memory Stick in to the PC. Using

Windows Explorer, browse the memory stick B Pictures
1 i H B Music
and run the Setup.Exe file as shown in Fig 4. 5 e s
5 Searches
You should now see the Realtek Installation fuckc

program shown in Fig 5. Click the “Next”
button and the driver installation should start.
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Setup.exe Date modified: 09/08/2011 17:44
Size: 390 KB
Date created: 28/08/2012 23:04

Name Date modified Type Size il
8891 92_SU_Driver 22/08/2011 09:58 File Felder
DATA 22/08/2011 09:52 File Folder
EAP 22/08/2011 09:52 File Folder
MacQs104_Tiger_Driv... 28/09/201211:51 File Felder
Mac0510.5_Leopard_D... 28/09/201211:51 File Folder
Mac0510.6_Snow Leo...  28/09/201211:51 File Folder
MacQ8107_Lion+5no...  28/09/201211:51 File Felder
%] _Setup.dil 10/05/2008 13:27 Application Extens... 326 KB
E datal.cab 05/03/201218:58 ‘WinRAR archive 4352 KB L
|| datal.hdr 05/03/2012 18:58 HDR File 66 KB 3
E data2.cab 05/03/2012 18:58 'WinRAR archive 18,566 KB
[EllInstall.bat 09/08/2011 17:44 ‘Windows Batch File 1KB
4% | IsConfig.ini 21/08/201211:22 Configuration Sett... 12KB
4 |ISLangUni.ini 09/08/2011 17:44 Configuration Sett... 55 KB
(| 155etup.dil 11/09/2008 18:26 Application Extens... 543 KB
| layout.bin 05/03/2012 18:58 BIN File 1KB
B setup.exe 09/08/201117:44  Application 391 kB
setup.ico 09/08/2011 17:44 Icon 2KB
& Setup.ini 09/08/2011 17:44 Configuration Sett... 1K8 -
|| setup.inx 05/03/201216:17 IMX File 350 KB
09/08/2011 17:44 IS5 File 1KB i

Figure 4
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Figure 5

When the installation is finished you will be told that the
computer now needs a Restart as shown in Fig 8.

If you have any other important programs or documents
opened, save any work and close them, then click “Finish”
and the computer will restart.

Once the computer has fully rebooted, plug in the WI-
CONNECT, the new hardware function will start and a pop
up window appear saying that it is Installing the drivers as
shown in Fig 9.

When completed the pop up will change to the one shown
in Fig 10, saying that the device software has been
installed successfully. The WI-CONNECT drivers and
Realtek Wireless LAN utility are now installed.

Installing device driver software  *

——— ~|! Click here for status.

y 11:32
21/08/2012

Figure 8

Setup Status

"REALTEK L1n USE Wire |

REALTEK 11n USB "Wireless LAN Software is configuring your news software installation.

Instaling

C:AAREALTEKMTn USE Wireless LAN Utilitg\LI PrPyibesiv2-5.dil

IS |

InstallS hield

Cancel

Figure 6

"REALTEK 11n USB Wire

InstallShield Wizard Complete

The InstallShield Wizard has successfully installed REALTEE
11n USB Wirelesz LAN Software. Before you can uge the
prograrn, you must restart your computer,

© ez, | want ta restart my computer now:

1 Mo, | will restart my computer later.

Remove any disks fram their diives, and then click Finish to

complete setup,

Caniel

%

Figure 7

Realtek RTL8188SU Wireless LAN 802.11n USB 2.0 Network Adapter * X

Device driver software installed successfully.

Figure 9

B M@ o

11:30
21/08/2012




; WI-CONNECT Quick Start Guide

5. Operating the WI-CONNECT on Windows

The WI-CONNECT can be operated in two ways;

1) Using the standard Windows Wireless Connection Manager — simplest method under Windows Vista and 7
2) Using the Realtek Wireless LAN Utility — best method for older Windows XP systems (prior to Service Pack

The Realtek utility does provide some benefits over the Windows Wireless Manager that Microsoft provided, but in
general most people prefer to use the standard Windows Wireless Manager which they know and are familiar with.

IMPORTANT NOTE - It is always best to turn off (disable) the internal wireless adaptor on your laptop before using the
WI-CONNECT. The exact method to do this, varies from PC to PC, but some laptops have a dedicated button in or
around the keyboard area or a special keyboard combination e.g. pressing the Fn + F8 keys.

Operating the WI-CONNECT on Windows Vista and Windows 7

Currently connected to:

Click on the Wireless Networks icon in the task bar (lower right hand side of A9 TPUNK E136AE

the screen) and a list of the available wireless networks (hotspots) will be T Intemetaccess
displayed. Your laptops internal wireless adaptor is usually named “Wireless Disl-up and VPN »
Network Connection” and the WI-CONNECT will automatically be named Orange Mobile Broadband o3
“Wireless Network Connection 2” or possibly another number if other adaptors VILGD Wi Fi Adaptor -
have been used previously. TP-LINK_E136AE Connected

virginmedia3838171

Good

It is possible to rename this connection to something more meaningful by
going in to the “Network and Sharing Center” and renaming the Network
Adaptor to “WI-CONNECT Wi-Fi Adaptor” or similar, so that you can be Tresddes
certain of which wireless adaptor you are using — as shown in Fig 17.

SKY59867

Open Network and Sharing Center

”

Click on the wireless network you wish to connect to and click the “Connect R DR T
button that will appear. You may be asked to enter a password or confirm if L
the network is a Public, Work or Private network (to set security levels) and
then the wireless connection should be made and you will be able to connect
to the internet.

Figure 17

Operating WI-CONNECT on Windows XP - Using the Realtek Utility

To connect to a wireless network, you must run the “Realtek USB Wireless LAN Utility” which will now be one of the
programs listed in the Start>All Programs menu. The first time you run this program, you will see the window displayed in
Figure 18 which shows that you are not connected to a wireless network.

| $R REALTEK 11n USE Wireless LAN Uiy P=FE =) | §2 REALTEK 11n USE Wireless LAN Uriliy
Refresh(R) Mode(M) About(a) Refresh(®)  Mode(M) About(4)
- MyComputer General | Profile | Available Network | Status | Statistics | Wi-Fi Protect Setup | -4 MyComputer General | Profie | Avalable Network | Status | Statisties | WirFi Protect Setup |
<& Realtek RTLE18 N =L Realtek RTLE18
3 LEsk=sEns Avaiable Network(s)
Speed: N/A
T T SSID Channel Encryption  Network Authentication  Signal Type
P'virginmeda3838171 1 TKIP/AES  WPA Pre-Shared Keyj ... 8% Infras
s G ' Good 4 TKP/AES WPAPreSharedKeyl.. 8% Infras
SSID: ) TP-LINK_E136AE 4 AES WPA Pre-Shared Key/...  92% Infras|
signal Strength: | F'netgesr 6 TKIP 'WPA Pre-Shared Key 8% Infras|
Link Qualty: |
Network Address:
MAC Address: 00:26:CE:03:DF:14
Reaftek RTL8188SU Wireless LAN 802.11n USB 2.0 Network Adapter
1P Address: 0.0.0.0
Subnet Mask: 0.0.0.0
Gateway:
[ r
Refresh J [ Add to Profil
Double click on item to join/create profie.
<[l ' <[ '
Show Tray Icon [C] Disable Adapter Show Tray Icon [7] Disable Adapter
Close
) Show e (oo ] 1 Rado OF

Figure 18 Figure 19
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Click on the “Available Network” tab and the window
shown in Figure 19 will appear which lists all of the
available wireless networks that the WI-CONNECT can
detect. Select the wireless network that you wish to
connect to and click the “Add to Profile” button.

You will now be prompted to enter the Network Key
(also known as Password, WEP key or Passphrase) for
the network that you have selected. Consult the
network operator to get the necessary password and
enter this in the two boxes at the bottom of the window
shown in Figure 20. Click “OK”.

Assuming that the password was correct, the WI-
CONNECT should connect to the network and you will
see the window shown in Figure 21.

If you click on the “General” tab you should see the
window shown in Figure 22 which gives the wireless
connection status.

| §2 REALTEK 11n USE Wireless LAN Utiliy P
Refresh(R)  Mode(M) About(A)
- MyComputer Prefe | Avaiicble Network | Siatus | Sttisics | Wi Protect Setup |
w3 Realtek RTL818

Avaiable Profie(s)

Profie Name SSID Add

(DITPLINK_E136AE  TP-LINK_E136AE

Duplicate

< i ] v
| '
Show Tray Tcon [7] Disable Adapter [ G |
[C] Radio Off -

Figure 21

=% MyComputer General | Profile | Avaiable Network | Status | Statistics | WiFi Protect Setup |
<3 Realtek RTL818

.ﬂ ‘Wireless Network Properties:

This is a computer-to-computer(ad hoc) network; wircless Add
access points are not used.

Profile Mame: |TP-LINK_E136AE

I Network Name(SSID): |TP-LINK_E136AE
Channel: |4 (2427MHz) Edit

Wireless network security
This network requires a key for the following:

Duplicate
Network Authentication:
e Set Defeult

AsCID PASSPHRASE

Key index (advanced): | 1
Network key:

Confirm network key:

<« [ »
::L;)I:r Jfrfay Tcon [F] Disable Adapter
—
Figure 20

Refresh(R) Mode(M) About(A)

&% MyComputer General | Profie | Available Network | Status | Statistics | Wi-Fi Protect Setup |
<% Realtek RTL818

Status: Associated
Speed: Tx:150 Mbps Rx:150 Mbps
Type: Infrastructure
Encryption: AES
SSID: TP-LINK_E136AE
Signal Strength: | — | 4%
Link Quality: 100%

Network Address:
MAC Address: 00:26:CE:03:DF:14
Realtek RTL8188SU Wireless LAN 802.11n USB 2.0 Network Adapter
1P Address: 169.254.66.2
Subnet Mask: 255.255.0.0
Gateway: 0.0.0.0

« [l »
Show Tray Icon [C] Disable Adapter -C\ose
[ Radio Off

Figure 22

6. Installing and Operating the WI-CONNECT on a Mac

Insert the WI-CONNECT Drivers/Software Memory Stick in to your Apple Mac and using Finder open the folder called
Mac0S10.4, Mac0OS10.5, MacOS10.6 or MacOS10.7 depending upon the version of Mac OS X you have.

Included in each of these folders is an Installer.pkg package that you can double click on to install.

For OSX 10.8 (Mountain Lion) use the Installer in the MacOS10.7 folder which is a 64bit driver and has been

successfully tested with Mountain Lion.

When you run the Installer.pkg file, the first screen that you see will be the one shown in Fig 23. Click “Continue” for
this screen and the next couple of screens that are displayed. You will be asked to enter your Administrator password
and then the installation will start and you will see a progress bar as shown in Fig 24.
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800 9+ Install Wireless USB Adapter Driver w Install Wireless USB Adapter Driver
Welcome to the Wireless USE Adapter Driver Installer Installing Wireless USB Adapter Driver
Welcome 10 11n WLAN world.....
8 Introduction & Introduction
® Read Me & Read Me
® License © License
& &
[ ] Destinatlﬁn Selagt =] Destinal&m Select
* * - .
® Installagion Tyge © Installation Registering updated components...
@ Installation @& Installation
A—— A— P
g Stmnary 1) gy Sumrary S0
N Y
Install time remaining: Less than a minute
| y | y
| y |
Go Back | Continue Go Back Continue
Figure 23 Figure 24

Once the installation is completed you will see the screen shown in Fig 25. Make sure any important programs or
documents are saved and closed properly and then click “Restart”. The Mac will now close down and restart again.

w Install Wireless USB Adapter Driver

The i llation was fully.

@ Introduction
© Read Me

9 License ,[

=] Destinal;im Select

@iinsraliggon The installation was successful.

2 Installation

Wireless Network Utility

an
,..--.,--ﬂ"s'l"'"“*"\f F . = The software was installed.
o 1

IJ 7 Click Restart to finish installing the software.

|

[ 4 E— Figure 26

Go Back | Restart |
Figure 25

Once the Mac has restarted, plug the WI-CONNECT in to a free USB port on the Mac and two things will happen. A
new Icon will appear in the Dock — as shown in Fig 26. Also a new application will open and a window similar to the
one in Fig 27 will be displayed — this is the Realtek Wireless Network Utility.

Make sure that your internal Airport wireless adaptor is turned off and then click on the Available Networks tab to
display a list of the wireless networks that can be detected, like the one shown in Fig 28.

Wireless Network Utility [-NsNal Wireless Network Utility
Profiles | Available Network | Advanced Setting | WPS | Information | Link Status | Profiles Avajlahle (220000 Advanced Setting | WPS | Information |
Associated | SSID Channel Network Type Encryption BSSID
MAC Address : 0026ce03df14 TP-LINK_E136AE 4 Infrastructure WPA2-PSK AES... 74ea3ael3Gae
Cood 1 Infrastructure WPA(2)-PSK AES. . 30469a7baf3l
SsID: virginmedia3838171 1 Infrastructure WPA(2)-PSK AES... B41b5e9f247c
BSSID netgear [ Infrastructure WPA-PSK TKIP 00223flba0dc
Security : None

Connection : Disconnected
Network Type :
Channel :
Link Speed(Mbps) : TX RX

HT Info :

Signal Strength : | | 0%

|m| | Refresh | | Connect | | Add to Profile |

Figure 27 Figure 28
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Select the wireless network that you want to connect to and click “Connect”. You will now see a window like the one
shown in Fig 29. Enter the password of the network (if applicable) and click “OK”. The WI-CONNECT should now
connect to the selected wireless network and display the General Status tab shown in Fig 30.

Wireless Network Security Properties 800 Wireless Network Utility

Profiles | Available Network  Advanced Setting WPS Information

Profile Name : | TP-LINK_E136AE

SSID @ | TP-LINK_E136AE MAC Address : 0026ce03df14

This is a computer-to-computer (AdHoc) network; wireless access points are not used. SSID : TP-LINK_E136AE
Canue LN et v BSSID: 74ea3ae136ae
Wireless Network Security Properties Security : WpA2-PSK AES

This network requires a key for the following : Connection : Connected

Network Authentication : | WPA2_PSK o Network Type : Infrastructure
Data Encryption : | AES A Channel : 4
ASCIl Link Speed(Mbps): TX 150 RX 150

HT Info : BW:40MHz  Cllong  MCS:0

Key index (advanced): 1 : Signal Strength : ‘7 ,‘ 100%

Network key :

| Turn Radio OFF |

Confirm network key : |--uuuu |

[ cancel | [ ok ]

Figure 30
Figure 29
The network details plus the password are stored as a profile which is remembered in case you return to the network

again. Click on the “Profiles” tab to display a list of the profiles you have created, as shown in Fig 31. When you
return to a network, simply select it in the profile list and click “Apply”.

800 Wireless Network Utility
| Link Status !aﬂg Available Network =~ Advanced Setting WPS Information |
Default | Profile Name SSID Network Type
*  TP-LINK_E136AE TP-LINK_E136AE Infrastructure
| Add | | Edit | | Remove | | Duplicate | | Apply |

Figure 31



